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Dear Families
Hello. The first half term of the new school year has flown by! All of our new starter children
have settled in so well, and the older children have really grown in confidence and are
enjoying their new responsibilities as the ‘big children’ of the Kindergarten. The main focus
of this half term has been to reinforce the Golden Rules of the Kindergarten, familiarise the
children with the routines of the day, and to develop the children’s general confidence and
independence. Our running theme of Autumn has allowed us to talk to the children about
the changes that are happening every day in the world around us. Our walks to collect
leaves, conkers and acorns gave us valuable natural resources that we used to enhance
the children’s learning.
We’ve been on several walks to the woods and around the block to get the children used to
exploring the local environment, as this is something we like to do often. We’ve also cooked
and baked a wide selection of foods with the children, including vegetable soup, fruit
smoothies, ‘conker’ biscuits, ‘Autumnal’ jam tarts, and even ‘Gruffalo’ crumble!
To celebrate World Animal Day, we spent a week finding out about animals, during which
we constructed a bird hide on the green and used our handmade binoculars to search for
birds. The children also enjoyed exploring five different themed animal trays, such as
‘polar’, ‘jungle’ and ‘ocean’, and enjoyed matching all the different animals to their correct
habitat.
Other activities that the children have enjoyed include making clay hedgehogs and salt
dough snails to take home, visiting Pickwell Farm to pick our own Autumnal vegetables, and
making a camping tent in the garden and a pretend campfire from sticks and stones, a
provocation which enabled us to talk to the children about fire safety in a fun and engaging
way.
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The last few weeks of this half term were extra busy, as we had our Zoo Lab visit, which
was a fantastic opportunity for the children to learn about (and touch!) a selection of
unusual creatures. We were also visited by Pyjama Drama, which the children loved. We
had our photoshoot also with Concept Photography, and the pictures that came back from
that were absolutely superb! To end last half term we had our Stay & Play session with
afternoon tea to raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support. A massive thank you to
everyone that joined us and donated to this great cause, we hope you all had a wonderful
time.
Our focus later in the month will be Bonfire Night, and from there we will be using the
children’s interests as inspiration for our weekly planning, so please do keep us up
informed on what they like so that we can plan exciting and interesting activities around
them! Mrs. Skeats’ will be leaving us to go on maternity leave towards the end of
November, we wish her all the best on her exciting new journey in motherhood. Towards
the end of term our focus will shift towards Christmas, as we begin practicing for the
Christmas Nativity. It’s sure to be a very busy and very fun term!

The deadline to claim additional grant funding (30 hours) for Spring 2018 qualifying
children is 31st December. Please apply online at www.childcarechoices.gov.uk to obtain
your eligibility code so that you can claim the additional grant hours with us or another
Setting. Please apply as soon as possible so you do not miss the deadline. Parents
claiming the 30 hours or using Tax Free Childcare should reconfirm their eligibility every 3
months. If you have any questions about grant funding, please contact Sarah Weare your
Finance Manager.
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